Encountering God through Prayer and Giving

Acts 10:1–2 “Cornelius… gave generously to those in need and prayed to God regularly.”

I. Purpose of people who come to IHOPE

a. Encounter God

b. Be empowered

c. Engage our world

d. Many believers do not encounter God on a regular basis

i. Need to act out of love relationship with God

ii. Prayer and giving – move God’s heart and change our heart

II. Prayer

a. Acts 10:3 – Cornelius had a vision – saw an angel

i. Through prayer God opens our spiritual eyes and ears to His kingdom

ii. Angels – at IHOPE

iii. “on earth as it is in heaven”

b. Acts 10:4 – perseverance in prayer

i. Do not give in to discouragement

ii. Answer may be delayed to strengthen our faith

c. Acts 10:5 – through prayer – receive revelation from God

i. Wisdom

ii. Sensitivity to Holy Spirit

iii. Discernment

d. Acts 10:27–28 

i. God changed Peter’s thinking

ii. Through prayer, God can change our way of thinking

e. Acts 10:44–46

i. God had a plan to release the Holy Spirit on gentiles

ii. God is looking for people on earth to work with

iii. Through prayer we position ourselves to be used by God

III. Giving

a. Encounter God and engage our world

i. God is a giver – John 3:16

ii. Prayer – 1st commandment

iii. Giving – 2nd commandment

1. Give cheerfully – 2 Corinthians 9:7

2. God looks at the heart

a. If it moves you – will move God
b. Poor widow – Luke 21:1–4

b. Basic principles of giving

i. Matthew 6:21 “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

ii. Mal 3:10–12 gives us three amazing promises from God

1. Open floodgates of heaven – overflowing blessings

2. Protection of finances from the enemy

3. God will use you in ministry

IV. IHOPE

a. Ministry of prayer and giving

b. Channel of God’s blessings to others

